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in the church; then all is well. So there is not to be a beggar now
amongst the christians, according to the law of Jesus, as there was not.
to be any among the Jews, according to the law of Moses.

And dear friends, who feel the power of the everlasting God, (for alt
who are out of it, are in confusion,) you being come into God’s fear,
which is the beginning of true wisdom, by which all things were creat-
ed; and by it all things must be ordered again to God’s glory. All

" that are out of this wisdom are in the:earthly, devilish, and destroying
state; but the wisdom from above is gentle and pure, and preserves you,
yea, and the whole creation, to the glory of God.

And now, that Monthly and Quarterly Meetings of two or three out
of every particular meeting of true and faithful Friends are set up, and
kept in the most convenient place in the middle of your county, you
may know in your meetings of the wants and necessities of all Friends,
whether in bofils, or out, widows or -fatherless, or aged people, their
necessities being looked into, and every one feeling one another’s condi-
tion; this keeps in tenderness and love, as a family; and nothing being
lacking amongst you, then all is well, every want and necessity being
supplied. And by this, one meeting may be serviceable to another in

“outward things, for that is the least love; and by this you may come
into the practice of the pure religion, which is to relieve the widows,
strangers, fatherless, and helpless. :

And, friends, all the legacies that are gwen to the men or women’s
meetings, let them be kept as a public stock for the setting forth of
apprentices, and setting them up.

And Friends to have and provide a house for them that be distempered,
and not to go to the world.. And to have an alms-house or hospital for -
all poor Friends, that.are past work. :

And Friends to have and provide'a house or houses, where a hun-
dred may have rooms to work in, and shops of all sorts of things to sell,
and where widows and young women might work and live.

And dear friends, dwell all in the everlasting power of God, and his
life, in which is both unity, order, peace, and fellowshlp ; and wait.in
the fear of the everlasting God, that his wisdom you may receive, which
is pure and gentle from above, by which all things were made, by which
wisdom you may order all things to the glory of God. The poor, the
sick, the widows, the fatherless; the prisoners be tender of, and feel
every one’s condition, as your own, and let nothing be lacking amongst
you, according to the apostle’s doctrine to the church of God of old
time; and if nothing be lacking, all is well.

And dear friends, know in all your meetings who is sick, and weak,
and in want, and widows, and fatherless, and aged people, that caseet
help themselves; and such as God hath &\&kn\m\e.h WO, of Mel W
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God has distributed, to lay aside for the necessities of others, as you are
moved and commanded of the Lord God by his power and spirit; for
he that gives to the poor, lendeth to the Lord ; and he loves a cheerful
iver.

; Secondly. That all prisoners for the truth be minded, who are in
want, and who are not, and the families of such who are in prison,
whether they are in want or not; and such as are decayed any man-
ner of way, and cannet hclp themsclves; and such as have left a call-
ing, which they cannet for conscicnce sake follow ; do the best you can
to help them, and further them to employment, that they may labour
in the thing that is good, and be a blessing in the creation; that this
you may do, that you may be a blessing in your generation.

And all the fatherless children their estates to be recorded in a book
at the Monthly or Quarterly Meeting; and all that are entrusted with
any estates may be cntered at the Monthly or Quar§irly Meetings,
(fatherless or widows’ estates,) that the mceting may see that justice
be done unto them, and require them to give an account, (if need be,)
and to do that which is just and equal; so that there may be no strife
about outward things amongst you. And that every one that is en-
trusted with any widows or fatherless children’s estates may be faithful,
and not fail them in time of nced. And that every Quarterly Meet-
ing may have an eye over such as are entrusted, and assist them in
that which is right and righteous, and to see that they are faithful to
their trust. So that righteousness, and justice, and truth, and equity
may flow down amongst you, and that the wisdom of God be among
Friends, to order them in all things to his glory. '

And let two faithful Friends in the truth in every particular meeting
be ordered to receive all collections, and to bring them to the Monthly
Meetings; and let two such Friends receive them there, and bring them
to the Quarterly Meeting; and let four faithful Friends receive them
there. And whatever collections are received, let an account be kept
of what is received, and to whom it is disbursed; that so an account
may be given to any faitbful Friend that may desire it. And in every
Monthly and Quarterly Meeting to inquire, what poor there are, and
who are fit to go apprentices or servants; and that Friends then and
there may order them to apprenticeships to such trades as they in wis-
dom shall think fit.

And if any legacy be left by any deceased Friends to a particular
use, as to putting forth apprentices, and breeding of poor Friends’ chil-
" dren, that the said money be kept distinct as a stock for the said use,
and a particular account thereof to be kept; and the Quarterly Meet-
ing te appoint some persons to-receive the said money, and to keep the
account thereof, and the meeting to see that it is disposed of to the uses
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aforesaid. And if any of the principal money so given be at any time
made use of to any other use, that it be again made up by the Quar-
terly Meeting of Friends. And though the money be left or given to
any particular Friend for the use aforesaid, yet the same to be paid to
the two or three persons, whom the Quarterly Meeting shall appoint
to receive such money, that the meeting may have the ordering and
laying out the said money to the best advantage to the uses aforesaid.

So that the legacies given apart to the meeting of men or women,
be kept apart for the setting forth poor Friends’ children, and setting
them up in their trades, that the memory of the deceased just Friend,
that gave it, may not be forgotten. °

And all Friends in the wisdom of God train up your children in the
fear of God, that they may receive the wisdom of God ; and as they are
capable, they may be instructed and kept employed in some lawful
calling, that they may be diligent, serving the Lord in the things that
are good ; that none may live idle, and be destroyers of the creation, or
unserviceable in the creation, and thereby become burdensome to
others, and to the just in themselves; but that in the wisdom of God all
may walk, and with it all things may be ordered.

And all Friends, see that your children be trained up in soberness,
and holiness, and righteousness, and temperance, and meekness, and
gentleness, and lowliness, and modesty in their apparel and carriage, -
and so to exhort your children and families in the truth, that the Lord
may be glorified in all your families. And teach your children when
they are young, then will they remember it when they are old, accord-
ing to Solomon’s counsel. 8o that your children may be 9, bleseing to
you, and not a curse. '

And all men and women are to order their children and servants in
the order of the gospel, and in the new covenant, that they may all
come to know the Lord. For the outward Jews were to train up their
children in the old law, in the old covenant. And so you that are called
christians are to train up your children in the fear of the Lord, and in
Christ Jesus, that they may walk in him in modesty, and holiness, and
virtue. Andso all to govern their families. And they that are to go-
vern, are to be governed and ordered themselves, by the spirit and
power of God, to God’s glory, and as examples in their families ; for all
looseness is out of the power of God, either in word or life. And so by
the power of God, and his righteousness, and truth, and light, and life,
all that is to be judged, and kept under and down; and the truth, and
the light, and spirit of God must be walked in, which all looseness is
out of.

And so, whatsoever things are of good report, or whatsoever things
are lovely, or whatsoever things are pure, and decent, and virtuous,

Vor. VIL 44
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and godly, and righteous, and holy, and just, those follow after;and do
the works of charity, and not your own, but the good works of hospi-
tality, which are accepted of God.

And keep the order of the gospel, the power of God, which power of
God was before the devil was,-and is over him, which brings life and

‘immortality to light in men and women ; and men and women they.are

to walk in this power of God, and to keep in it, being heirs of the same,
and under the government of Christ Jesus, who bruiseth the serpent’s
head, and destroys him and his government; men and women being
heirs of grace and life together, and of the power of God, and of the
gospel of Christ Jesus, the amen. And so as they come to possess and
inherit him and his gospel order, they come to possess him and his go-
vernment and order; of the increase of which there is no end.

And that notice be taken of all evil speakers, backbiters, slanderers,
and foolish talkers, and idle jesters, for all these corrupt good manners,
and are not according to the saints and holy men’s practice, whose
words were seasoned with salt, ministering grace to the hearers.

And all such as go up and down to cheat, by borrowing and getting
money of Friends, and have cheated several, all such are to be stopped
and judged, and notice of them is to be given to Friends, and to other
persons. : .

And dear Friends in the everlasting seed of life, wisdom, and salva-
tion, my desire is, that you all may be preserved in it, to the glory of
God, and in his power, and light, and life, over death, and darkness, in
the heavenly unity, in all your meetings.

Now concerning them that do go to the Quarterly Meeting, they
must be substantial Friends, that can give a testimony of your suffer-
ings, and how things are amongst you in every particular meeting. So
that none that are raw or weak, that are not able to give a testimony
of the affairs of the church and truth, may go on behalf of the particu-
lar meetings to the Quarterly Meetings, but may be nursed up in your
Monthly Meetings, and there fitted for the Lord’s service. So that two
may go one time from every particular meeting, and two another time,
or as it is ordered in your Monthly Meetings. So that some may go from
all your meetings, that make up your Monthly Meetings; for the Quar-
terly Meeting should be made up of weighty, seasoned, and substantial
Friends, that understand the business of the church; for no unruly and
unseasoned persons should come there, nor indeed into tie Monthly
Meetings, but who are single-hearted, seasoned, and honest.

And if any one should speak or tattle any thing out of your Monthly
or Quarterly Meetings, to the blemishing or defaming any person or
the meetings, such are to be brought to judgment and condemnation; N
(for it breaks the privilege and order of your christjan society in your
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meetings,) so that all may be kept and preserved in the power of the
Lord, and in his spirit, in love and unity. :

And therefore keep your.meetings solid and sober, and let the an-. -
thority of your menand women’s meetings be in the power of God; for
every heir of the power has right to that authority, and in it keep the
King of kings and Lord of lords’ peace in his church.

And so, the Lord give you wisdom, that by it you may be ordered to
his glory, and that every one may have a care of God’s glory, and of
his name and truth; and that in his power you may see, that all do
walk' as becomes his glorious gospel, which hath brought life and im-
mortality to light in you; which will preserve you in life and immor-
tality, over the devil that has darkened you. So that nothing may get
betwixt your souls and minds, and the Lord God, that he may be glo- °
rified in you all, and through you all, and over you all, blessed for
ever. - Amen.

And the least member in the church hath an oﬁice, and is service-
able; and every member hath need one of another.

And now Friends, so many Monthly Men’s Meetings as you have in
your county, you may have so many Monthly Women’s Meetings; and
and if once a year, at least, you had a general women’s meeting it
would be well, (for in some counties they have as many Quarterly
women’s meetings as men’s,) and in others they have ‘only two, in the
summer time, because thé ways are foul and days short in winter. '

And that one or two Friends in every meeting do take an account of
all the marriages, births, and burials, and carry them to the Monthly
Meetings; and let one or two there be ordered to receive them, and
record them there in a book, which is to be kept at the Monthly Meet-
ings. And from thence a copy of what is recorded there, to be brought
to the Quarterly Meeting, and let one or two Friends be appomted there
to receive them, and to record them all in one book, which is to be kept
for the whole county. And this will be most safe, that if one book
should happen to be lost, the other may be preserved for the use of such,
as may have occasion. ‘

And that all Friends, who are not already provided, may speedily
procure convenient burying places, and that thereby a testimony may
stand against the superstitious idolizing of those places, called holy
ground. For Abraham bought a place to bury his dead in, and would
not bury them amongst the Egyptians and Canaanites. And Jacob was
brought out of Egypt, and Joseph, and they were buried in their
grandfather 3and father’s burying places. And so Friends, get decent
burying places for your dead, and let them be decently and well
fenced, that you may show a good example to the world in all
things. :
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And dear Friends, do all that you do in peace and love, and in the
fear of God, condescending one unto another, in the simplicity and in-
necency of life, and truth, and in the wisdom of God, that that may be
every one’s crown, that nothing may be done in strife, to occasion words;
for you are called to peace and holiness, in which the kingdom stands,
and to serve one another in love. And my love is to all Friends in the
everlasting seed of God, in which is life, purity, cleanness, and nghte-
ousness that shines over all. «

And all Friends, do that which ye do in the power of God, and then
you are the Lord’s freemen in love, and not captives. For all which
is done out of the power of God is in the captivity. So wait all in the
power of the Lord, and in the light, in which you will feel life and peace,
and the Lord’s blessing.” So in that the Lord God Almighty preserve
you, and keep you over all that which is contrary, and give you victory
and dominion. And in peace and love Hve, in the spirit and power of
God, in which is the unitynnd the. fellowship in the bond of peace, that
truth and life may reign amongst you; that in all thmgs you may adorn
and grace the truth, that never hath an end.

And the Lord God Almighty preserve you in his seed, hfe, and wis-
dom, and give you discerning victory and dominion over all tHat which-
is contrary, that you may feel Christ’s reign and authority, in which you
may all act in his power and authority. Soi in that, God A.lmlghty pre-
serve you.

And draw up' an account of all that have dled in prison, in every
county, for truth’s testimony, and lay them before the magistrates ; and
so to keep Friends clear from the blood of all men, And preserve a
list of their sufferings, together with the number that have died in pri-
son; that their blood may come upon them that have thirsted after it,
and that their testimony may not be lost, who have sealed it with their
blood, but that it may be preserved. And so keep a record of them
in your Quarterly Meeting books. So that the memorial of the inno-
- cent sufferers for the truth and the name of Jesus, may not be lost nor

forgotten; that his name and power, that hath supported them, may be
exalted, that hath carried them over death, and their persecutors, and
the spoiling of their goods. So in the heavenly seed Christ Jesus, that -
reigns, who is the living rock and foundation, and stands sure for all his
elect to build upon, stand above all the rocks and foundations that are
below, and will have an end; and in him the Lord God Almighty pre-
serve you, and keep you all. Amen.
And all my dear Friends every where, who have been moved of the
.Lord God to speak in steeple-houses to the priests, or in markets to the
people, or ip courts, or fairs, or assizes, or towns; let an account thereof
.be drawn up together in one book, with the substance of their words,
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that they spake in the power of God. This would be a book, that may
stand to generations, that they may see their faithful testimony, and
what strength God did ordain out of the mouths of babes and sucklings.
And Friends that have been moved to go to the professors’ meetings ;
that their testimony there may-not ‘be lost, together with all the ex-
amples that have fallen upon the persecutogs. -

And such testimonies of Friends as are deceased, let them be record-
ed, that so the testimony of the Lord through his servants may not be
lost, that he raised up in his people, for the same they were carried
on through great tribulations and sufferings ; and many laid down their
lives, and had their goods spoiled, and they persecuted to death, to
keep up their testimony, (which the Lord moved them to speak by his
spirit,) to future generations. So that thos¢ words, that they were
moved to speak forth by the power, may not be lost; that the power
and spirit of the Lord may be exalted. So that an account may be
taken of that which hath been spoken and done by the motions of the
spirit of God from _the first, as above mentioned. And so be diligent,
and those that can write, help them that cannot. This may be easily
done. .

Andall they that be public ministers, (if unknown,) that pass up and
down the countries, and to other nations, for them to have a certificate
* from their meeting, whére such persons are known, and all their prac-
tices are looked into; that will prevent any bad spirits, that may scan- .
dalize honest men. For they that do minister to others, must have a
double diligence in virtue, and chastity, and patience, and carefulness,
and watchfulness, more than their hearers, lest they judge them. Fo;\.
Christ the heavenly man, is our example ; and the apostle saith, follow
us, as we do follow Christ. For who esteems the beggarly lusts before
virtue, is not worthy of it; and who preferreth his ungodliness, and his
unholiness, and his earthliness, before that which is heavenly, is not
worthy of the heavenly, nor of godliness, nor righteousness, &c.

And, dear friends, be faithful, you that know the light, the truth, and
the power of God, and his life ; in the wisdom of God be faithful; by
which wisdom all things were made and created ; and by which wisdom
all things that are created, must be ordered again to the glory of the
- Creator. And you that are come to know the truth and the power of
it, all come to know the order of life, so that all things may be kept in
that sweet order and government to the glory of God and the refresh-
ment of all, and a sweet savour to God and in the hearts of all people,
that through the wisdom of God ye may adorn the truth in all things,
for the preserving of love, peace, and unity amongst all.

- And live in the peaceable truth, and keep in the heavenly order of
the gospel, and in the government of the heavenly man, of the increase
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of which there is no end; and V& in the pare uﬁ undefiled religion,
that keeps you from the spots of the world, and in the worship of God
in the spirit and truth, which the devil is out of. So that in the truth
you may be preserved in peace with God, and one with another. And
in the spirit of truth you may be preserved in the unity and fellowship
of it, in which is the bond of peace.

And my desire is, that all the faithful men, and faithful women in
the light, and power, and spirit of Christ, all may be kept in the pos-
session of the truth, and that all such may make up the men and wo-
men’s meetings, so that you all may be in your possessions of the order

of the gospel, and the government of Christ the seed, that bruises the
head of the serpent, who is the head of all ill government and disor-
ders. So that the joyful and glorious order of the everlasting gospel,
all may be in the possession of; so that in the light, spirit, and power,
ye may all have a care of God’s glory, and his honour, and his church’s
peace, keeping in the unity of his everlasting spirit, which is the bond
of the heavenly and spiritual Prince of prince’s peace. Andall thatare
in the possession of this may admonish and exhort all such as walk not
as becomes the gospel, and glorify not the Lord with their bodies, souls,
and spirits; and so see, that as every one has received Christ Jesus,
they do walk in him; that all may walk in the holiness which be-
comes the house of God; so that God may be glorified by his light,

power, and spirit in all, who is over all, God blessed for ever. .

And so the God of glory, who hath brought Christ from the dead, by
him are you quickened and raised from the dead, that henceforth you
should not live to yourselves, but to him, and walk in him, who is the
Amen, and over all, the first and last. G. F.
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