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COMING OUT OF THE WORLD

Text in Light Blue Or bold Light Blue can be "clicked" for backup in scripture or detail in writings.
‘When you have clicked to the on-line Bible, you can change and update to see any Bible version that you prefer.

Prize Your Time and Choose Well How You SPEND It

As long as we live in our selfish nature, we are unruly and incapable of being ruled, controlled, or led by
aLord or King.
So, if we want Jesus to be our Lord and King, we must first put to death the selfish, sinful nature
by repentance to purity.
Jesus leads us out of the world, one step at a time, showing us what to give up, and teaching us how to live.
The end result is purity and then the return of Christ in his glory with his Kingdom of everlasting peace
and joy.

Jesus came so he could destroy the devil and his works [sin] in us.
For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, [ in us] that he might destroy the works of
the devil. 130hn3:8

Pleasures (Pass-Times) of the World

You cannot please God trying to live in the flesh. Rom 8:8. "For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways My ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My
ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts."Isaiah 55:8-9

“Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord" Hebrews 12:14

"For | take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord. Repent and live! " Ezekiel 18:32

Jesus said: "And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and
are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit
to perfection. But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard
the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience. " Luke 8:14-15

Aside from false gospels, universal in Christendom today, the pleasures of this life are the greatest hurdles
to be understood and overcome. Most pleasures are not inherently evil; their problem is the

time passed in their pursuit. As our society's prosperity has increased, varieties of pleasures

have proliferated. Just consider all the different varieties of sports shoes available for purchase today, up
to one hundred; fifty years ago there were only four or five. It is very difficult for us, immersed in them
since childhood, to understand how the pleasures of the world can be harmful to us. It is difficult to see
how our pleasures actually enslave us to them, committing our mind, time, and energy to their pursuit.
The pursuit of pleasures is love of the world, which competes with love for God; as such, our pleasures
and passions are our false idols. For the love of the world, the things of the world, and the pleasures of
the world are enmity with God. As it is written:

Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not
in him. 1John 2:15

You [are like] unfaithful wives [having illicit love affairs with the world and breaking your marriage
vow to God]! Do you not know that being the world's friend is being God's enemy? So whoever
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chooses to be a friend of the world takes his stand as an enemy of God. James 4:4

Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature, with its passions and desires. Gal
5:24

So then those who are living the life of the flesh [catering to the appetites and impulses of their carnal
nature] cannot please or satisfy God, or be acceptable to Him. rom 8:8

From George Fox's Journal:

"Take heed of pleasures, and prize your time now while you have it; do not spend it in pleasures or
earthliness. The time may come that you will say; you had time, when it is past. Therefore look at the
love of God now while you have time; for it brings you to loathe all vanities and worldly pleasures. Oh
consider, time is precious; fear God and rejoice in him who has made heaven and earth".

THE word of the Lord to all you vain and idle minded people, who are lovers of sports, pleasures,
foolish exercises, and recreations, as you call them; consider of your ways, and what it is you are
doing. Was this the end of your creation? Did God make all things for you, and you to serve your lusts
and pleasures? Did not the Lord make all things for you, and you for himself, to fear and worship him
in spirit and in truth, in righteousness and true holiness? But where is your service of God, so long as
your hearts run after lusts and pleasures? You cannot serve God and the foolish pleasures of the
world, as bowling, drinking, hunting, hawking, and the like....

"Therefore, now you have time, prize it; for this is the day of your visitation, and salvation offered to
you. Every one of you has a light from Christ; which lets you see you should not lie, nor do wrong to
any, nor swear, nor curse, nor take God's name in vain, nor steal. It is the light that shows you these
evil deeds: which if you love, and come unto it, and follow it, it will lead you to Christ, who is the way
to the Father, from whom it comes; where no unrighteousness enters, nor ungodliness. If you hate
this light, it will be your condemnation; but if you love it, and come to it, you will come to Christ; and
it will bring you off from all the world's teachers and ways, to learn of Christ, and will preserve you
from all the evils of the world, and all the deceivers in it."

1 am moved to warn you to take heed of giving way to your own wills. Love the cross; satisfy not your
own minds in the flesh; but prize your time while you have it, and conduct your life in obedience
to what you already know, in obedience to God; you will not be condemned for what
you don't know, but only condemned for that you know and choose not to obey. Consider
before it is too late, evaluate yourselves, see where you are, and whom you serve. For if you blaspheme
God, and take his name in vain, if you swear and lie, if you give way to envy, hatred, covetousness,
and greediness, pleasures and indulgence, or any other vices, be assured that you serve the devil; but
if you fear the Lord and serve him, you will loathe all these things. He that loves God, will not
blaspheme his name: but where there is opposing of God, and serving the devil, that profession is sad
and miserable. Oh! Prize your time, and do not love that which God forbids; lying, wrath, malice,
envy, hatred, greediness, covetousness, oppression, gluttony, drunkenness,
whoredom, and all unrighteousness, God does forbid. So consider, evil communication
corrupts good manners. Be not deceived, God will not be mocked with vain words; the wrath of God is
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness. Therefore obey that which convinces you of all evil, and
tells you that you should do no evil: it will lead to repentance, and keep you in the fear of the
Lord. Oh! Look at the mercies of God, prize them, and do not turn them into unrestrained behaviors.
Oh! Eye the Lord and not earthly things!

...grace and truth came by Jesus Christ, who would teach them to deny all ungodliness and worldly
lusts, and to live soberly and godly in this present world. So that every man and woman might know
the grace of God, which had appeared to all men; which was saving, and sufficient to bring their
salvation. This teacher, the grace of God, would teach them how to live, what to do, and
what to deny; it would season their words, and establish their hearts.

George Fox

As an example of this world's pass-time pleasures, consider football. Having been a great fan of football,
I am not critical of those whose passion is football. But for a moment, step back and look at the spectacle
of 50-100,000 screaming, emotional people watching grown men play a game; and consider the time
and effort to get there and return home in addition to the time there; and consider the expense;

and consider the passion and adrenalin expended for a game of no consequence other than pride

of identification with the winner. When you step back from it, it can be seen as rather frivolous.

From A Guide to True Peace:

The love of liberty is one of the most dangerous passions of the heart. If we follow this propensity,
instead of true liberty, it reduces us to slavery. As our passions are the worst of tyrants, if we obey
them partially, we must always be in a perpetual strife and contest within; and if we entirely give


http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James 4:4;&version=45;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James 4:4;&version=45;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians 5:24;&version=31;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians 5:24;&version=31;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians 5:24;&version=31;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom%208:8;&version=45;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom%208:8;&version=45;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Rom%208:8;&version=45;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Num%2016:29;&version=9;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%202:27;&version=31;
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%202:27;&version=31;
http://www.hallvworthington.com/guidetruepeace.html

ourselves up to them, it is horrid to think to what extremities they will lead; they will torment the
heart, and, like a torrent, sweep all before them, and yet never be satisfied. True liberty is to be found
only in him, whose truth shall set us free, and who shall make us experience that to serve him is to
reign.

When our selfish nature is slain, we will receive the Spirit of Christ, so that we will be obedient in our
love for God - and our obedience is by choice, God not having taken away our free will. Love never insists
on its own way. But our love for God will make our obedience to his wishes to be the joy of our life.

Compared to seeking God, preparing for your next life after earth that affects you forever, and learning
how to conduct yourself in this life with integrity and honor, pursuits of pleasure pale in significance.
And yet, that is what seeking God will do for you; he will teach you how to live righteously, soberly, godly
in this life as well as prepare you for maximum happiness in the next life which never ends. Choose well
how you spend your time, for our time on earth is finite, and our life's sole purpose is to have

the opportunity to find God, thereby prepare us for maximum happiness in the next. (And to find God, is
to have him control your words and deeds; to make God your ruling King and Lord, whom you serve
and obey, instead of serving and obeying your pride, interests, passions, and lusts.)

It is hard for you to believe, but the only reason you are here is to find God by learning the lessons of
life. Anything you do, which distracts you from this goal, is to be eternally regretted, (I'm not talking
of eternal torture, a great regret you didn't use your time to eternal profit). It is not that all pleasures are
evil within themselves, it is the distraction they represent; i.e. any reasonably intelligent person

knows playing cards is not inherently evil, but the time spent could be more profitable to us. We
somehow escape the certainty of our death to come, and let our time slip through our spread fingers
like sand that we have scooped up. We have only so much time to spend; spend it like your most
precious possession, wisely for the greatest return possible. Pass-times are the enemy of our souls. We
never know when our life here will close, but we know it will close. So as George Fox says: "prize
your time and the love of God above all;" sound advice. Seek your creator, seek what he wants of
you, seek what he wants you to avoid, seek why he made you, seek to please he who made you, seek
his righteousness - it is not easy, but it is everything - there is nothing else - all else is an

illusion. Remember, he is not asking you to give up all you pleasures and pursuits; only enough to give
him one hour of seeking per day to start - he will then draw you further.

General

LORD, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it [is; that] | may know how frail
I [am]. Psa 39:4

Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for evermore. Psa 37:27

Be not wise in your own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil. Pro 3:7

By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD [men] depart from evil. Pro 16:6
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. Matthew 5:8

So likewise, whosoever of you that does not forsake all that he has, cannot be my disciple. Luke 14:33

These six things the Lord hates, indeed, seven are an abomination to Him: 1) A proud look, 2)
a lying tongue, 3) hands that shed innocent blood, 4) a heart that manufactures wicked thoughts and
plans, 5) feet that are swift in running to evil, 6) a false witness who breathes out lies, and 7) he who
sows discord among his brethren. pro 6:16-19

God meets us while we are immersed in sin and says, Peace. He doesn't condemn you. He wants to help
you out of your addictions and bondages. He came to help people in sin to get rid of sin. Christ went into
a city in Samaria and went to the city well where he picked out a woman, who had been married five
times, yet she was living with a man to whom she was not married; this was the first person he selected
to carry his message to the rest of the city. He understands that we are living in sin. He doesn't condemn
us for that. He calls sinners out of darkness to a sinless state. For the world would have a Christ to
excuse continuing to live in their passions and pleasures, but those committed to truth would have a
Christ to change them to live pleasing to God, whatever the price.

To become purified and enter the Kingdom of Heaven, we must be prepared to give up everything we
have. This doesn't mean we become paupers or that we leave our family without support and become
avagabond. A believer that does not care for his family, especially those of his own household, is worse
than an infidel that has never heard of God. We have to give from our excess material

possessions, (including money), and we have to spiritually commit to him, which insulates us from

the world, including family; but we still stay in our honest occupations, care for our families, and fulfil
our obligations while seeking. But we must be prepared to give up any of our false idols, (whatever we
place equal to or more than our commitment to God), and our habits of the flesh.

The three enemies to God are: lust of the flesh, lust of the eye, and the pride of life. We have to crucify
these with the supernatural help of the Light's changing grace. The lust of the flesh includes lust for
bodies, food, drink, drugs, money, etc. Lust of the eye is to want to own something because it is
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beautiful. Pride of life is to be proud of your beauty, strength, wealth, possessions, lack of possessions,
(you can be prideful for being poor), your social causes served, being a healthy eater, driving a small car
or large car, etc; pride roots in lust's accumulations. When we desire anything because of its scarcity, we
lust to boost our pride. Lust is love of the world, and the love of the world is enmity with God. Lusts and
the sinful nature have to be crucified. Once we have crucified the lusts, we will of course continue to

eat, drink, own things, etc; but we will use the things of the world as if we did not possess them, that is,
with little interest in them except as a necessity of life, which is then to be lived in everlasting joy to the
glory of God with thanksgiving, instead of our selfish interests.

Covetousness, which is greed and idolatry or not being satisfied with what you have, is another part of
lust. But we have his assurance that if we commit to him, our needs will be provided by Him.

Therefore do not worry and be anxious, saying, What are we going to have to eat?

or, What are we going to have to drink? or, What are we going to have to wear?

For the Gentiles (heathen) wish for and crave and diligently seek all these things,

and your heavenly Father knows well that you need them all.

But seek (aim at and strive after) first of all His kingdom and His righteousness (His way
of doing and being right),

and then all these things taken together will be given you besides.

So do not worry or be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will have worries

and anxieties of its own. Sufficient for each day is its own trouble. matt 6:31-35

Let your character or moral disposition be free from love of money [including greed,
avarice, lust, and craving for earthly possessions]

and be satisfied with your present [circumstances and with what you have];

for He Himself has said, I will not in any way fail you nor give you up nor
leave you without support.

Not, not, not in any degree leave you helpless nor forsake nor let down (relax My hold
on you)! Heb 13:5

What God Says About Debt
See George Fox's excellent writing on the side

bar We Forgot About Covetousness for more. R
Keep out of debt and owe no man anything,

except to love one another; Rom 13:8
If you try to keep all the commands in the
Bible, even limiting yourself those in the New The borrower is servant to the lender. prov 22:7
Testament, you will be very unsuccessful. It
is trying to live by a Law without divine help-
grace. You will smother. Try keeping these
commands:

When the Lord your God blesses you
as He promised you, then you shall lend
to many nations, but you shall not borrow;
and you shall rule over many nations,

but they shall not rule over you. Deu15:16
love your enemies,

when someone hits you on one

side of your face,
turn your other cheek and offer it to them,
love your neighbor as yourself,
love God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength,
be perfect as your Father in Heaven is perfect.

You can't possibly be perfect, no matter how hard you try, unless he makes you perfect by
his grace. You can't love your neighbor as yourself, unless he gives you a gift of love by
grace. Itis impossible to keep the commands, even of the New Testament, without

divine change and help, grace. Grace is a process, accessed by the cross. Cleansing is

a process. Grace teaches us how to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present
world. You have to go to Christ to learn from Him and be shown by Him what he wants you
to change. Only he knows how to change you, and in what order to make all the

necessary changes - with personalized commands and divine grace to aid you. And as

you spend quiet time with Him, your desires for the world will melt away - so that when
he does tell you to stop something, it will be with his help and feel right. He will cleanse
us, one lust or affection at a time. This is repentance; regretting our sins or

condition, resolving to be better, and changing our actions. He will only give us
commands that we are capable of keeping; and as we progress, he will strengthen us so
we can keep increasingly difficult commands. As your creator, he understands us far
beyond our own understanding, and he is uniquely equipped to manage our cleansing
and change.

The greatest persecutors of the Quakers were the Puritans. The Puritans walked
outwardly by the flesh, according to their interpretation of the Bible, considering

most things sinful; while the Quakers walked in love by the Spirit, according to how

they were led by their inner teacher, Christ. So the Puritans focus was avoiding sin, while
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the Quakers' focus was to be obedient and pleasing to Christ, their teacher and Lord
within. They were two entirely different spirits: one harsh and judgmental, the other
loving and obedient; one focused on outward law, the other focused on inward love

and obedience. We see the Puritan spirit today in the fundamental sects. Yet, many from
the world, saw and see them both the same. For example, the Puritans said cards was a
sin; while the Quakers said it was a waste of time, which could be better spent in seeking
to hear and serve their beloved.

Even before Jesus began his ministry, John the greatest of all the prophets, was
telling people to begin to get ready for the Kingdom of Heaven by following these
simple commands that led to righteousness:

Repent: think differently; change your mind, regretting your sins and changing your
conduct. Matt 3:2

Give to the poor; share from your excess with those who are without the necessities of
life.

Be honest in all your dealings, never exaggerating or overreaching anyone.

Don't oppress people or frighten anyone, don‘t lie, don't want more, don't complain.
Luke 3:10-14

Those who took his message of repentance to heart were already entering the Kingdom
of Heaven when Jesus began his ministry. These are just the beginning acts of
repentance. They do not cover lust, rage, pride, envy, jealousy, addictions, etc.

Each of us has a different set of vices and habits. We're like different onions. He has to
take off one layer at a time. My first layer is different than your first layer. In the end, we
will be very similar, but our order and process to get there will be different. Something
for me that is the hardest to give up, may be the easiest for you to give up. We're all
different. He has to lead us differently out of the wilderness. We get different commands
that are tailored to our condition; he meets us in sinful Egypt, and leads us out
individually through the wilderness to the promise land. In the meantime, do your best
to "do unto others as you would have them do unto you," (not as they have done unto you,
or as you think they deserve what you do to them). He will melt away your desires for
the pleasures of the world, and then they are easy to give up. This is done by

abiding, remaining with Him in silence while you listen for his teachings by his Light
and Words to you, and by obeying his commands.

For more understanding on the necessity of learning in silence, see George Fox's writing on Why
Silence? (also on the side bar)

See How to Benefit from the Changing Power of God for more. (also on the side bar)

A withdrawal from the world for a period of solitude can be helpful to see the world
more clearly as it is. From the Lord: "withdraw from the world long enough to
see the inconsideration and hate within it."”

We have to get where we avoid evil not just because we're supposed to, but because we

hate it. To hate something evil, we have to be aware of the pain and damage that it causes
us. He makes it painful. Then we shun something because we want to avoid the

pain associated with doing it. Each time we slip and return to an addiction, ( an affection or
a lust), the pain gets worse, until finally we go out of our way to never slip again.

Christ understands us; and if we go to Him by being silent and waiting on Him, he will

help us to get rid of our lusts, affections, and addictions. Triggers to our addictions and
lusts are turned 180 degrees around to be triggers to flee the same.

There is a story about William Penn, the founder of Pennsylvania, and George Fox,

the founder of the Quakers. Penn had just been convinced of the true gospel and
approached George Fox, (who was very much against taking up arms), about whether

he should continue to wear his sword. Reportedly, Fox told him to "wear it as long as
you can." Afterwards, meeting Penn without the sword, he said, - "William, where is
your sword ?" "Oh," said Penn, "I have taken your advice. | wore itas long as | could."
He wore it until his conscience or Christ told him to give it up, and then he couldn't wear
it. This is analogous to anything in our life that we do or have; things that we are not
sure whether Christ wants us to give up or not. He will teach us how to live. He will show
us the things that we need to get rid of. Gently, he will lead us to Him; less of ourselves,
less of our habits, less of our instability, less of our emotions, and more of Him.

You must become committed to the telling the truth. Even "little white lies" get bigger and bigger
because lying becomes easier and easier. Lies can be a straight contradiction, exaggeration,
or omission of details that would reverse what you just said. No lie is acceptable. If you slip up and tell
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a lie in the haste or excitement of the moment, go back to the person you lied to and correct it. The more
you think you might loose by telling the truth, the more you will gain to your total surprise if you risk to
tell the truth. It is a spiritual law, just like gravity is a natural law. all liars, shall have their part in the
lake which burns with fire and brimstone: which is the second death. Rev 21:8. AND You belong to your
father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the
beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native
language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. sohn 8:44. Lying is so easy, the Lord instructed us to
let our answers be restricted a single word: yes or no, for all extra words invariably comes from the spirit
of the evil one within us; which spirit we seek to purged from by the process of purification that this

site teaches. When you are willing to give up anything, so that you can get closer to God, you have
nothing to lie about any more; for one lies to gain or preserve, whether it is goods or pride.

Early Quakers became very successful in business and trade, because people wanted to deal with people
they trusted to be honest in all circumstances. We have to be honest, even on our taxes. "He that is
faithful in that which is least is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust in the least is unjust also

in much. If therefore you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your
trust the true riches?"Luke 16:10-11. For more on honesty in our business and professional lives, see
George Fox's Letter 200.

Any pornography in your life has to be given up; any and all, whatever the source: movies, TV, surfing
the web, magazines, etc. All avenues and acts of sexual immorality have to be stopped to progress
spiritually. He said to me, "he who practices adultery, (unfaithful to a committed partner), cannot be
my disciple; but I do not judge someone coming out of such a relationship, unless they fail to repent

* Obviously you can't stop thought, but you must do all you can to stop all actions of sexual

immorality. Thoughts and lust are something that Christ will eventually remove; (I write, having

lust removed, after a long and painful stuggle, finished with the Lord's power removing my desires).
Paul said: ' Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he
who sins sexually, sins against his own body." 1 Cor 6:18. When the gospel of peace was first preached to
the gentiles, the Apostles Council in Jerusalem consulted with the Holy Spirit to give the gentiles

the minimum rules they should follow. The only one of four which applies to current society is

‘avoid sexual immorality.’ So, you could say that this is the one rule that is necessary to start
and succeed. He will then add other commands that are tailored to you. However, whatever you know to
be wrong, if you can avoid it, avoid it. The vast majority of people who have arrived at this site are not
just starting on their spiritual journey; they are hungry for more and looking for the way to satisfy

that hunger. Whatever you have already given up, maintain you abstinence; don't return to them,
thinking you should only give up what Christ commands.

He told me, "there is far too little love in the world today, and I look with favor on any

love between men and women." Remember the Woman at the Well? She had five previous
husbands, and was living unmarried with another man. But, Christ selected her, taught her, and then
sent her out to witness and preach to the rest of the City. John 4:5-30. So, obviously he was not
concerned. She was evidently in a committed relationship. Fidelity is what is important, not a ring; and
not a ceremony from a “preacher" or civilian magistrate - neither of which have His authority. You cannot
be unfaithful to man and faithful to God. So people who are living in a committed relationship, or

people who have divorced and remarried, are not living in sexual immorality, at least in the Lord's eyes.

Regarding marriage: | received a command from him to dance with no one except your
wife, not even close relatives of any age. Dancing is a mating ritual, so restrict it to your spouse to

avoid arousal, interest, and/or temptation; even if you're not interested, your partner may be.

Exceptions would be a rare cultural tradition, such as everyone taking a whirl with the bride at a wedding.

Somewhat related to sexual immorality, women must dress chastely. Provocative dress is poison to
men; and if you would do unto others as you would have them do unto you, you will not expose your body
to men to be "attractive" or "in style," for in doing so, you are only appealing to their unholy lusts. So
keep your waist, hips, and chest covered; keep your dresses at a decent length; not burkas, but decent.
Dress as though you are dressing exclusively for your sixteen year old brother or son. From the Voice of
the Lord: dress as you would if attending a women's club. Dress simply, without flash. Those of
you dressing to be attractive, ask yourself exactly what kind of man are you are trying to attract; a
godly man will only be repulsed by a lack of modesty. Your beauty should not come from

outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. Instead, it
should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth
in God's sight, 1 pet 3:3-4. Likewise, seeking men must not encourage women's provacative dress and
behavior with whistles, wows, stares, compliments, etc.

The early Quakers had strong testimony against following fashion; particularly in clothes, crying
against ribbons, lace, and unfunctional decor of clothing. The Apostle Peter spoke of women

dressing moderately, without pompous hairdos and jewelry. The same advice applies to men with
pompous hairdos, tattoos, jewelry, piercings, etc. Other examples of following fashion is to buy the
latest styles and colors, while pushing perfectly good clothing to the back of the closet; to

dress conspicuously with expensive and extravagant designer clothing of the latest trends; to always
have the coolest cell phone, when the old one worked just fine; to serve the latest taste sensation from
the gourmet food magazines; that new dress for the party; and to have more clothes, just to look
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different each day. In other words, don't use the creation wastefully or to serve your pride. There
is fashion in clothing, toys, sports, food, cars, computers, home, bicycles - whatever and wherever is

the latest and greatest or coolest. So how should we dress: simply, practically, modestly, whatever

is commonly available, without extravagance, without superfluous gingerbread, moderately, not
trying to attract attention to ourselves - but according to our preferences, which is Christian
freedom. See Fox's Letter 250 for more.

Regarding fashion, there are sects within christiandom that pride themselves in the fashion of

previous centuries. Such show of religion and conformity, Margaret Fox, the Mother of the Quakers,
wrote several times strongly against. The correct objective in dress is simple, not old or drab. For

even George Fox, the Quaker's founder, sent his wife gifts of material that were "scarlet" - shocking news
to some, but color is not sinful. Let us not make a show of godliness to men, repeating the mistake of
the Pharisees, who wore long robes (still the practice of today's ministers, Pharisaical heirs of hypocrisy) t0 look godly;

all their works they do to be seen by men. Wearing crosses is also a show of godliness.

Rather than outward show, let your kindness, along with moderation in your dress and conduct be

your “badge" of religion.

As with most rules from God, they are given to us in love to follow for our own benefit. And should we
follow them, we are much happier and more successful in life. Many of us have to learn the truth of
this statement the hard way, by suffering the consequences in our natural life of breaking the rules,
without even considering the spiritual consequences.

1 will tell you some (the hardest and last for me) of what the Lord told me to give up, but if it doesn't
make sense to you, don't worry about it. For years | hesitated and backslid in giving these up as
previously commanded, with little progress. Finally, I gave them all up completely, while

drastically increasing my time in silent waiting, and my spiritual progress was almost immediate.

If applicable, at the right time he will gently lead you through them, so that you will be happy you gave
them up and know the time for you was right:

1) Television, plays, and movies. The TV, because it is full of sexual immorality,
violence, and violent language; in programming, commercials, comedies, etc. Even the
Disney channel is guilty occasionally. There were times when we had no TV in the
house. We have a TV, but it is stored, available for viewing possibly future produced
DVD's. We do not have, nor have we had cable for the last 26 years.

2) Sports. For me, attending sporting events was always too much trouble, but to watch
them on television was easy. Professional football was one of the last things | was told
to give up. | don't miss it. The adrenalin loss was noticeable. My time is spent seeking
instead.

3) I was a news junkie, following world events, particularly politics, or news in general.
We don't take a newspaper. | don't watch the evening news on TV. | don't miss it. Then
| became addicted to the internet news sites. | went to the internet news sites fifteen
times a day at work in lulls answering the phone. The Lord asked me for years to give
this up. I tried and failed, and tried again, and failed. Finally, I gave it up. | don't miss
it. The world is getting along just fine without me being informed about all the things
that | can do nothing about. | only need to take care of my business, while others take
care of the world without me worrying about it. | was the only one losing. News is
gossip and worry material. Worry is just something to occupy you mind and swell your
pride.

from Fox's Letter 391 "And keep out the Athenians' [Acts 17:21 ] spirit, spending their
time in hearing and telling of news, which the world is full of.

Newspapers require 500,000 trees being destroyed for every Sunday's news. Curiously
the environmental movement ignores the complete waste of the earth to serve this vain
pleasure. There are no statistics available to add to the impact of the "free"
newspapers. This is just one more reason to ignore the news.

Here's a current ad for news by cell phone: Celebs, movies, artists—dig into all the dirt
you want.

However trendy you are, there is no benefit in seeking dirt. News is bad news. Good
news doesn't sell in the world.

4) Somewhat related, was my tendency to repeat the worries (and "news" is always bad
and something to worry about) of the world to everyone around me. Worries about
terrorism, earthquakes, corrupt politicians, incorrupt politicians, wars, weather, the
trade deficit, the national debt, etc. Not only was | keeping my mind in a turmoil, (the
opposite of peace and trust in God to take care of us), worrying about the world, | was
passing my worries on to others. NOT GOOD!
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5) One of the last commands given to me was to 'take no political stand.’ He had
prepared me for this by telling me previously 'l heal the right and the left,’ and to *heap
tolerance.' | understand that he wants me apolitical - without opinions. He wants to
reach out to those across the entire political spectrum; and if | stand anywhere init, |
offend those not of the same opinion. So, | changed my registration to independent. |
support no candidates or parties with my funds or efforts. My time in spent looking
inward. I am much happier. Now I focus on loving everyone, regardless of their
political leanings; and | am happy to not be a stumbling block to anyone of a persuasion
different from what I previously possessed. And my political opinions are dying; |
suppose if I tried, | might get worked up about some issue again, but I don't miss any of
it.

Certainly we have to make every effort to give up the unlawful practices: lying,
cheating, drunkenness, swearing, stealing, railing, sexual immorality, etc.

But in our culture we are immersed in lawful pastimes - sports, TV, movies, web
surfing, DVD's, music, concerts, theater, races, bodybuilding, shopping, blogging,
video games, etc. So where do we begin? You can't give it all up at once, or you will be
an empty shell. What you give up has to be led by him, one step at a time, with him
giving more hunger for him each step of the way. Titus 2:11-14 says: grace will teach us
to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts - how to live soberly, righteously, godly. Certain
things must be turned away from with all your strength, particularly those that lead you
to sexual immorality. Pornography addiction is the disease of the age and wherever

it appears, it must be eliminated: magazines, calendars, books, TV, movies, web surfing,
etc. If you are addicted to web pornography, at least get the sites off your Favorites list.
Make it more than one click to failure; get rid of your credit cards - anything to block
your ease of depravity.

But for the non-harmful pastimes: know they eventually will probably have to go, but
wait for the Lord to lead you in their denial, when he gives you strength to comply and
more hunger for him to fill the void created when you give them up. As the Lord has told
me: "l don't want people to give up everything at once, without me leading them and
filling them along the way, or they will end up an empty shell.”

Regarding sports, bodily exercise that keeps you healthy is important and should not
be classified as a pastime, providing you are not obsessed with winning or resulting pride
of appearance.

Pastimes are not harmful unless giving them up is painful. But, even if a pastime is

not important to you, to others they are a major indulgence in their life. So, you may
decide to, or be asked to, refrain from participating in them to: 1) avoid the appearance
of endorsing them, thus being a good example to those who might indulge to their harm,
and 2) not offend those of other religious persuasions, who think they are sinful -
preventing them from hearing the truth as you practice it. Both cases illustrate the
practice of being your brother's keeper.

One of the purposes of this web site is to give you lots of reading material, to help you
spend your time profitably.

There is a whole subculture of music talking about there being no good or evil; this
demonic music extols the elimination of good vs. evil and promises to "vaporize the
Judiazer dogs" who call their practices evil. The "ranters" in George Fox's day believed
that all pleasures, (drunkenness, adultery, fornication included) were sinless if done
in faith; of course this is ludicrous. One of my Hindu acquaintances told me "there was
no good or evil; that he was so proficient in evil, that he was ‘good' at it.” This is
ridiculous rationalization of evil.

Since arguing with people about your beliefs is not helpful to developing peace, once you
are committed, you will have to withdraw from any deficit sect that preaches no
repentance and anything goes. Be you separate, said the Lord, and touch not the

unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a father unto you, and you shall be my
sons and daughters, said the Lord Almighty." 2Cor. 6:17. Come out of her, my people,
that you be not partakers of her sins, and that you receive not of her plagues. Rev 18:4. If
you stayed, you would find it painful to listen to their misrepresentations of the message
of Christ and their idolization of scriptures to be their word, rule, guide, teacher, judge,
and trier of spirits. But don't try to correct them; you will only injure yourself and

not convince them. Those who can't hear, can't hear. Wait until you are told by Him when
to talk to others. When you are finished, and if told to preach, the power of God will
proceed you and will chain down your listeners so that they are forced to hear. You will
have to quietly leave your deficit sect to be able to hear Christ's teachings because he will
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not build you up on top of a false foundation. (See Sect's Services for more.)

If you commit yourself to God, to seeking his will on a daily basis, with time dedicated
to getting quiet to listen, he will guide you and protect you. Your problems will go
away. Whatever happens will be to your good, even if it doesn't seem so to you at the
time. Nothing will harm you. He will give you rest. You will have the protection of

the heavens. So there is nothing to worry about any more. Do what you are capable of
doing, and then cast all your cares on him. Let him work them out. See How to Benefit
from the Changing Power of God for more detail.

But do not take this watching over you to be safety for participating in dangerous
activities by choice. Remember Christ was tempted to cast himself from the top of
the temple, with the assurance that the angels would catch him; he replied, 'you shall
not tempt the Lord your God.' From the voice of the Lord as a warning to

everyone: drunkenness can make you so loose that you kill yourself.
Drunkenness can result from drugs or alcohol.

As you begin to deny your former evil activities in the world, the basis of your
friendships will diminish. As you deny pursuits, language, revelry, drinking, carousing,
etc. your friends will become uncomfortable and begin to attack your commitment

to goodness. You will no longer have anything to gain from socializing with them. For
what fellowship can light have with dark or righteousness with lawlessness? Yes, they
think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking
evil of you.

from George Fox's Letter 56

Friends,

In the measure of the life of God wait,

to guide your minds up to the Father of life, where there is no shadow or changing.
As you progress, you must know a removing and changing of that which will change,
with that which does not change;

to that, take heed to guide all your minds, that none be found naked.

For who are found naked, they are in that which has an end, and does change,

and that causes blindness.

And therefore to you all this is the word of the Lord: in the measure of the life wait,
that it may join your hearts unto the Father of life,

that clothing and righteousness you all may come to receive,

and come to feel your strength renewed from the God of all strength,

to everyone of you according to your measure, and see him that shows mercy.

And so live in peace, which comes from the God of all peace,

who bruises Satan under your feet, who has ruled.

So here the love of God will come to be shed abroad in your hearts,

which love is one, and does not change;

in it dwell, and grow and abound,

that over all that which is contrary to the Lord of life, who destroys death,

you may reign everyone over your own hearts, and lusts, and vile affections,

and your former vile conversation, disposition, and nature, and wills.

So that you may come to know the saints’ state,

unto whom all things were become new, and the old things were passed away;

and that which does not change, which is new, that mind,

to guide all your minds up to the living God, from where light, life, and power come.
Soin it the Lord God of life preserve you,

that to him you may be a sweet smelling savor;

for that which will corrupt, and does corrupt,

and will grow ragged, and come to be torn,

and will die of itself and will wither, fade, and stink in the nostrils of God,

is that which is contrary to the measure of the life of God,

and is with the light condemned.

Therefore wait, (I do warn you all in the presence of the living God),

in the measure of the life of God, in it to grow up in love, in virtue, and in immortality,
in that which does not fade, which joins and unites your hearts together;

and that all that may with the light be condemned, which is contrary to it.

For that which defiles, is out of God's kingdom,

and is with the light seen and condemned;

in which light the children of the light walk,

and have unity one with another, and with the son of God, from where it comes.
And, my dear friends, keep your meetings,
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and you will feel the seed of God among you all,

though never a word be spoken among you.

But be faithful, that you may answer that of God in everyone.

And do not neglect your talents,

but be faithful in the power and life of God, which you have received.
And dwell in the life, and power, and love of God one with another.

George Fox
George Fox's Journal Again:

Although many say they are christians, they are out of Christ's life, out of the

apostle's command, and out of the saints' ornament. To see such as are in the fashions of
the world before mentioned, a company of them playing at bowling, or at tables, or

at shuffleboard, or each taking his horse, with bunches of ribbons on his head, as the
rider has on his own, perhaps a ring in his ear too, and so go to horse racing to spoil

the creatures; Oh! these are gentleman indeed, these are bred up gentlemen, these are
brave fellows, they must have their recreations; for all pleasures are lawful. These in
their sports scream and shout like wild asses. They are like the cattle or beasts when they
are put to grass, lowing when they are full. Here is the glorying of those before
mentioned; but it is in the flesh, not in the Lord. These are bad christians and show that
they are gluttoned with the creatures, and then the flesh rejoices. Here is bad raising

of young men and young women, who are carried away with the vanities of the mind in
their own inventions, pride, arrogance, lust, gluttony, uncleanness. They eat and drink,
and rise up to play. This is the generation which God is not well pleased with; for their
eyes are full of adultery, who cannot cease from evil. These are those who live in
pleasures upon earth; these are those who are dead while they live; who glory not in

the Lord, but in the flesh: these are those who are out of the life from which the
scriptures were given, who live in the fashions and vanities of the world, out of

truth's adorning in the devil's adorning, (who is out of the truth), not in the adorning of
the Lord, which is a meek and quiet spirit, and is with the Lord of great price. But

this ornament and this adorning is not put on by them that adorn themselves, and have
the ornament of him that is out of the truth. And that is not accepted with the Lord which
is accepted in their eyes.

and

Come, you blessed of the Lord, and rejoice together; keep in unity and oneness of

spirit. Triumph above the world! Be joyful in the Lord; reigning above the world, and
above all things that draw from the Lord; that in clearness, righteousness, pureness, and
joy, you may be preserved to the Lord. Oh hear! Oh hearken to the call of the Lord! Come
out of the world, and keep out of it for evermore! Come, sing together, you righteous
ones, the song of the Lord, the song of the Lamb; which none can learn, but they who

are redeemed from the earth, and from the world.

George Fox

Pleasure of Correcting the World's Evils
( a subtle form of prideful pleasure)

Social action is another form of religion. You take pride in being on "the correct side"

of things. You feel righteous, but what you feel is really only an increase in pride, an
increase in the flesh. Worldly activities count for nothing. Whatever you do in the flesh is
not pleasing to God.

The Bible calls us to stay out of the world. Be in the world, but be not of the world. Your
focus should be inward, not outward. You can spend your days on this earth in
correcting "evil"” or you can seek the will of God; until you are under his control and
capable of understanding his instructions and carrying them out with his power. As

the disciples were told by Jesus to "remain in Jerusalem waiting for power from on
high™, you are called to turn inside and seek the heavenly Jerusalem, seeking the light

to change you into a vessel equipped with his power and suitable for his service. (of the
650,00 Quakers, a very small percentage were preachers; most were middle class shop owners, laborers, soldiers, farmers, etc.; but all had
an office in the Body of Christ, with their lives being shining examples of Christian virtue.)

Your removing of self from involvement in the world is not a betrayal of your "goodness,"
it is a commitment to seeking his will without outside competitions. We are not

inactive when still seeking; we are called to express our faith in acts of love; giving to those
in need, visiting the widows, assisting the orphans, acts of kindness to others,
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encouraging others in the acts of love, and avoiding evil conduct and conversation
ourselves. (Acts of love do not include protests, political activity, campaigning, promotion
of any institution, etc.) A good soldier does not get involved in civilian affairs. Any action
in your flesh to correct the evils of the world, however holy the motives seem to you;
unless you have been specifically directed as above, any action will only retard or halt
your spiritual progress -- whatever the purpose: slavery, women's rights, protecting

the environment, prevention of cruelty to animals, anti-drug campaigns, alcohol abuse,
child abuse, globalization, abortion, war, etc.

We are called to focus on the heavenly treasures, to turn inward seeking the light, to focus
on the what is beautiful, pure, noble, noteworthy of respect, truthful, and good. If we
spend our energies and time in correcting evil, we miss the opportunity to be

changed inwardly. After we are changed, then we can toil together with God in the causes
of his choice; and there will be causes, but he will be the one who orders our activities -
His Will, not ours.

If you think you are "called" to do something, | ask you: Where in the Bible does it speak

of being "called,"” as you use it? Called is to be summoned or named. The Bible has not
asingle reference to "called" being something that God is requiring you to do, except to
come to Him. When he wants you to do something, he gives you commands and orders; not
afeeling, a desire, a burden, a door opening, a draw, or a "call.” This word is thrown
around by some sects to justify anything anybody feels an inclination to do, as being
“called.” When you are led by God to do something, he tells you exactly what to do

and exactly when to do it.

However holy our fleshly social actions feel, they only puff-up our pride
- further removing us from the will of God.

A "call" is particularly used by preachers, who have "heard the call.” Being touched by
God, or having a spiritual experience, is not his call to be a preacher; it is a summons to
seek him: Many are called, few are chosen. Far, far too many people interpret a touch by
God to mean he wants us to work for him in a non-secular job; this is not true. He wants us
to stay where we are, making as few changes as possible in our life, so that we can hear
him more easily as we try to quiet our minds to listen for his teachings and commands.
And if we start preaching or teaching before we are perfected and directly commanded

to, our spiritual progress is stopped dead.

As Christians, we are told the world is passing away for us, so we don't need to keep us
with its problems. When we step into the Kingdom of Heaven, which is another
dimension, the world, as we see it, is gone; we see from another dimension, even though
our bodies are still here on earth. The Kingdom of Heaven is within us and around us; it
is another dimension of reality. Everything we now see will be gone from our

sight. (Physicists tells us there are several other dimensions than the three + time we see.)

So, we are called to come out of the world and turn inward; to stop thinking about things
in the world and think about heavenly things; to give to the poor and build up treasure
in heaven. We are to focus on Christ and to focus on loving our neighbor. Being kind to
our neighbor. Forgiving our neighbor. Loving our neighbor. Loving everyone at

work; they're our neighbor too. Loving every person we come into contact with, because
they all have the light of Christ within them and we are loving Christ when we love them.
We are called to follow peace with all men. If we are protesting, we are not following
peace with all men. Heb 4:12, 2 Tim 2:22. We are called to be apolitical - having no

political opinions. We are called to not put our faith, hopes, resources, or efforts in

any worldly power, person, or cause. This is not being callous to the world's problems; for
we know that by dying to self, and becoming a soldier under orders from Christ with

his power to help us - then we can be more effective than one hundred lifetimes

without God's direction and power.

Simple Starting Rules to Follow

Beyond your daily seeking through meditation, here are the starting rules that if you
follow, you will do well.

This was John the Baptist's simple message of repentance, to get ready for Jesus and the Kingdom:
Repent: think differently; change your mind, regretting your sins and changing your conduct.
Matt 3:2
Share from your excess with those who are without the necessities of life.
Be honest in all your dealings, never exaggerating or overreaching anyone.
Don't oppress people or frighten anyone, don't lie, don't want more, don't complain. Luke 3:10-14
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Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness. (Jesus' #1)

Set aside at least one hour for quiet time every day.

Above all, don't swear (James #1, oaths, as in "I swear to tell the truth....”),
Above all, love each other deeply, for love covers a multitude of sins (Peter's #1),
Flee from sexual immorality, (in Acts 15:28 from the Apostles' Council to the beginning Gentiles) .
All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own
body. 1 Cor 6:18

Prize your time and the Love of God to you. (Fox's #1)

Whatever commands you receive in meditation, record them, review them, and keep repenting.
If you make mistakes, ask forgiveness plus help, resolve to do better, and don't look back again at
them.

Don't worry, he loves you, doubt it not! (from him in meditation). He is watching over you
continually!

And don't talk about God or Christ unless he tells you to. Wait until your words are from the Spirit.

Enjoy the good things of this life with thanks and praise to our to great and wonderful God.

Consider George Fox's statement below regarding any worldly activity:

Considering the hurries that were in the nation, it came upon me at the close of
this meeting to write a few lines to Friends, to caution all to keep out of the spirit of
the world, in which trouble is, and to dwell in the peaceable truth; as follows:

DEAR FRIENDS AND BRETHREN,

Whom the Lord has called and chosen in Christ Jesus,

your life and salvation, in whom you have rest and peace with God;

the Lord by his mighty power which is over all, has preserved and supported you to this day,
to be a peculiar holy people to himself,

so that by his eternal spirit and power you might be all kept out of the world,

for in the world is trouble.

In this great day of the Lord God Almighty,

he is shaking the heavens and the earth of outward professions,

their elements are in a heat, their sun and their moon are darkened, the stars falling,
and the mountains and hills shaking and tottering,

as it was among the Jews in the days of Christ's appearing.

Therefore, dear friends, and brethren, dwell in the seed, Christ Jesus,

the rock and foundation, that cannot be shaken;

that you may see with the light and spirit of Christ,

that you are as fixed stars in the firmament of God's power;

and in this his power and light you will see over all the wandering stars,

clouds without water, and trees without fruit.

That which may be shaken will be shaken,

as will all that are wandered from the firmament of God's power.

Dear friends and brethren, you that are redeemed from the death and fall of Adam,

by Christ, the second Adam, in him you have life, rest, and peace;

for Christ said, "in me you shall have peace, but in the world trouble."

And the apostle said, "they that believe are entered into their rest,” namely Christ,

who has overcome the world, bruises the serpent's head, destroys the devil and his works,
and fulfils the types, figures, and shadows of the Old Testament, and the prophets.

In whom the promises are yes and amen;

who is the first and last, beginning and ending, the eternal rest.

So keep and walk in Christ, your rest, everyone that has received him.

Dear friends and brethren,

whatever bustlings and trouble, tumults or outrages,
quarrels and strife, arise in the world,

keep out of them all;

concern not yourselves with them;
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but keep in the Lord's power and peaceable truth, that is over all such things;

in which power you seek the peace and good of all men.

Live in the love which God has shed abroad in your hearts through Christ Jesus;

in which love nothing is able to separate you from God and Christ,

neither outward sufferings, persecutions, nor any outward thing that is below and without;
nor to hinder or break your heavenly fellowship in the light, gospel, and spirit of Christ,
nor your holy communion in the holy ghost, that proceeds from the Father and the Son,
which leads you into all truth.

In this holy ghost, in which is your holy communion,

that proceeds from the Father and the Son,

you have fellowship with the Father and the Son, and one with another.

This is it which links and joins Christ's church or body together

to him the heavenly and spiritual head, and in unity in his spirit,

which is the bond of peace to all his church, and living members,

in whom they have eternal rest and peace in Christ, and with God everlasting,

who is to be blessed and praised for ever, Amen!

‘Dear friends and brethren,

abide in Christ the vine, that you may produce fruit to God’s glory.

As everyone has received Christ, walk in him, who is not of the world that lies in wickedness;
so that you may be preserved out of the vain fashions and customs of the world
which satisfy the lust of the eye, the lust of the flesh, and the pride of life,

which are not of the Father, but of the world that passes away.

Whoever joins to that which is not of the Father, or encourages it,

draws the mind from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Therefore let Christ rule in your hearts,

that your minds, souls, and spirits may be kept out of the vanities of the world

in their words, ways, and actions,

that you may be a peculiar people, zealous of good works,

serving the Lord through Jesus Christ, to the praise and glory of God;

that by the word of his grace your words may be gracious,

and in your lives and conversations you may show forth righteousness, holiness,
and godliness,

that God Almighty may be glorified in you all, and through you all,

who is above all, blessed and praised for ever. Amen.

George Fox
London, the 11th of the 4th month, 1685

This web site's purpose is to show how to become
free from sin
by benefiting from the changing power of God through the cross,
which leads to union with God in his Kingdom.
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